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Armory tour shows legislators the Guard’s capabilities and needs

(Please see FLIGHT, page 5)

Trust and Professionalism Are Values for Senior Leaders
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Representative Mark Tuggle, left, and Representative Duwayne Bridges step off of a CH-47 Chinook 
Helicopter at the conclusion of an Alabama legislative armory tour on April 16. The tour gave several 
state legislators a better understanding of the capabilities and needs of several armories within the state.

     Members  of  the Alabama 
legis la ture  got  a  c lose-up 
look at  several  Alabama Na-
t ional  Guard armories  and 
got  an idea of  the capabi l i t ies 
and needs of  the Guard infra-
s t ructure  during an armory 
tour  conducted by the Ala-
bama National  Guard Apri l 
16.
     The tour,  hosted by Maj . 
Gen.  Perry Smith,  the adju-
tant  general  and Maj .  Gen. 
Sheryl  Gordon,  ass is tant  ad-
jutant  general  took s ix  leg-
is la tors  to  three armories  in 
the  Mobile/Baldwin County 
area.  All  of  them were in  var-
ied condi t ions so legis la tors 
could see the ent i re  spectrum 
of  armory needs and capabi l i -
t ies . 
     Where las t  year ’s  legis-
la t ive f l ight  gave an over-
view of  tornado response and 
mobil izat ions,  this  year  the 

emphasis  was on hurr icane 
preparedness .  Legis la tors  were 
taken to  armories  in  Foley, 
Fairhope and Mobile  where 
they discussed with Guard 
leaders  the s t ra tegic  impor-
tance of  these armories  in 
re la t ion to  hurr icane response. 
In  the event  of  a  hurr icane, 
these armories  would be es-
sent ia l  to  s taging Guard per-
sonnel  and suppl ies .
     With June 1 and the begin-

ning of  hurr icane season ap-
proaching,  hurr icane prepared-
ness  is  a  high pr ior i ty  to  the 
Alabama Guard.  The Guard 
completed a  hurr icane rehears-
al  dr i l l  in  Apri l  and wil l  con-
duct  a  hurr icane preparedness 
exercise  in  May.
     "Hurr icanes are  what  we ' re 
known for,"  said Smith.  "This 
is  what  we do."
     According to  Col .  Bryan 
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State Command Sergeant Major 

Maj. Gen.
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Adjutant General

(Please see SAFETY, page 5)

Staying mindful of safety is key during outdoor season

Command Sgt. 
Maj.

Eddie Pike

Trust and Professionalism Are Values for Senior Leaders
     As the war 
in Iraq has 
come to an end 
and the war in 
Afghanistan is 
scaling down, 
the Alabama 
National Guard 
still requires 
leaders who 
are profes-
sionally quali-
fied, who can 

establish and maintain disciplined 
units through trust and esprit de 
corps among Soldiers and families, 
ultimately building stronger organi-
zations dedicated to mission accom-

plishment. 
     The wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and the transitions our Alabama 
National Guard Soldiers have endured 
over the past several years have re-
sulted in neglect of the Army Educa-
tion System.  There is no argument 
that immediate operational needs 
command priority over all else dur-
ing wartime.  But, as we draw down 
from the OPTEMPO of the wars, the 
restoration of the Army Education 
System deserves a high priority in 
our preparedness for the future.  It is 
a keystone of the professionalism our 
current leaders need to develop their 
junior leaders for the future.
     Maintaining a disciplined force 

depends on adherence to standards of 
organization, training and recognition 
of the threats we must be prepared 
to defeat.  Future leaders must know 
how to set standards, establish train-
ing requirements, and recognize the 
changes required by the threats to our 
national interests.
     The establishment and sustain-
ment of trust is by far the most criti-
cal demand placed on leaders, both 
current and future.  One of the combat 
Soldiers’ most frustrating dilemmas 
can be the misplacement of trust, a 
situation that could confuse Soldier 
response in a stressful scenario.
     The value of trust is a two-way 

     The long, 
warm days of 
spring and sum-
mer are upon 
us, and many of 
you will head 
outdoors to 
take advantage 
of the pleasant 
weather. These 
warmer months 
offer abundant 
opportunities for 

fun with the family and friends, but histori-
cally, they also represent the most danger-
ous time of year for Soldiers, Airmen and 
their families. As your Adjutant General, I 
am asking you to be aware of the hazards 
associated with increased outdoor activity 

and take every precaution to keep your-
selves and your families safe. Please pay 
particular attention to the following areas:
Travel – Speeding, drinking and driving, 
lack of sufficient rest before getting behind 
the wheel of a car – are deadly in many 
situations. Think, before you get behind the 
wheel and always watch out for the other 
driver.
Motorcycle Riding – We’ve lost far too 
many Guardsmen recently due to mo-
torcycle accidents. Take advantage of 
the motorcycle safety courses offered for 
Guardsmen and ensure you wear all neces-
sary protective gear when enjoying your 
motorcycle.
Water Safety – Whether you’re fishing, 
swimming, boating or skiing, spending 
time on the water is a great way to relax 

and enjoy the outdoors. No matter what 
type of water related activity you are tak-
ing part in; always ensure you have the 
proper number of life preservers on hand. 
If you’re not a swimmer, take a drown-
proofing class and ensure family members 
do the same. Take time to learn the rules of 
using a boat or Jet Ski – this will go a long 
way toward keeping you and your fam-
ily or friends safe on the water. Be sure to 
know the location of all personal flotation 
devices, fire extinguishers, emergency sig-
naling devices and other safety gear. Those 
of you that have pools ensure fencing and 
gates are installed to prevent children and 
pets from entering the pool area and never 
leave them unsupervised while swimming.
Home Safety – After a safe day at work, 
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Snap Shots
A look at some of the recent 

highlights in the 
Alabama National Guard
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Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, the adjutant general of Alabama, and  Maj. Gen. 
Sheryl E. Gordon, assistant adjutant general, along with other Alabama Army 
National Guard staff members and  members of the Alabama Legislature 
conducted an informational tour by CH-47 Chinook helicopter to selected 
Alabama National Guard armories, April 16.

Special Forces candidates climb and repel ropes during the Special 
Forces Readiness Evaluation (SFRE) at Pelham Range, Alabama. 
The two day SFRE allows interested individuals an opportunity for 
evaluation and self-assessment before entering into the 21 day Special 
Forces Assessment and Selection (SFAS) course. Before donning 
a “Green Beret” individuals must demonstrate the highest levels of 
intelligence, trainability, physical fitness, motivation, influence, and 
judgment.  The 20th Special Forces Group is one of two National Guard 
Special Forces groups. To learn more visit the 20th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne) on Facebook or visit www.alguard.state.al.us and 
click on the Unit page.
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A member of the 1/117th Field Artillery Battalion acquires a target 
and prepares to fire a round during a live fire exercise. The unit  
conducted real time missions with howitzers at Fort Rucker, Ala.  on 
March 3. 
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(SAFETY continued from page 3)

(TRUST continued from page 3)

don’t forget safety when you get 
home. Recognizing hazards and 
knowing how injuries occur is key 
to keeping everyone in your house-
hold safe, both indoors and out. 
The National Safety Council has 
identified the following injuries as 
the top home-related hazards:
     -Drowning in homes resulted in 
1,100 deaths in 2011 – a 10 percent 
increase from the previous year.
     -Falls account for 8.9 million 
trips annually to emergency rooms 

in the United States. Ensure walk-
ways around your home are free 
from clutter and be careful using 
ladders.
     -Poisoning is responsible for 
more than half of all fatal home-re-
lated accidents and includes deaths 
from drugs, medicines, other solid 
and liquid substances including 
gases and poisonous vapors. Ensure 
poisons and hazardous materials are 
clearly marked and secured from 
the reach of children.

     I encourage every member of 
the Alabama National Guard and 
their families to get out and enjoy 
all that spring and summer have to 
offer, but please ensure that all your 
activities are conducted with safety 
in mind. Thank you for what you 
do every day. Your hard work keeps 
our National Guard safe and ready 
for the next mission. 

requirement, but its initial thrust 
must be from senior to junior 
leaders.  When a sergeant is 
directed to train the members of 
his squad, to create confidence 
among his Soldiers in their abili-
ties and in each other, and to 
form a team that can accomplish 
a squad’s missions, he deserves 
the authority to make decisions 
and take actions appropriate for 
squad activities and operations.  

In turn he trusts that his platoon 
leader and company commander 
will stand with him, agreeing 
with his decisions or counsel-
ing and advising him regarding 
his judgment and accepting his 
honest mistakes as learning ex-
periences.  A chain of command 
that functions in this manner, 
between captains and lieutenants, 
between brigade and battalion 
commanders, and between com-

manders and their staffs creates 
the foundation of trust throughout 
a command.  It also breeds trust 
and confidence among Soldiers 
in their units as they accomplish 
tasks, meet standards, and satisfy 
mission requirements.  It creates 
the loyalty and esprit de corps 
that identify the finest units and 
organizations.
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Morgan, staff judge advo-
cate for the Alabama National 
Guard, the trip provided Maj. 
Gen. Smith an opportunity to 
provide the legislative leader-
ship an overview of the finan-
cial needs of the Alabama Na-
tional Guard for current repair 
and maintenance as well as an 
opportunity to discuss future 
needs for construction.  On 
both trips, this topic was cov-
ered by Col. Brian Barrontine, 
construction and facilities man-
agement officer.
     The legislators on the trip 

found it to be beneficial.
     “It was very useful,” said 
Representative Mark Tuggle 
from the 81st district. “It gave 
me a better understanding of 
the economic impact of the 
Guard and also the economic 
impact of each individual ar-
mory.”
     Tuggle said the trip was 
more than just informative, it 
was also an experience he will 
never forget. He called riding 
in the CH-47 Chinook helicop-
ter, “One of the coolest things 
I’ve done as a legislator.”

Placards from a recent hurricane ROC drill show 
what units are available in the Mobile area to 
respond to a hurricane.
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(FLIGHT continued from page 2)
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Soldier elevates the standard and sets the example
by Spc. Brenda Thomas 
Staff Writer

Pfc. Dylan Hawkins, a recent graduate of U.S. Army Infantry School, stands outside Fort Benning’s 
National Infantry Museum with Lt. Col. Jeff Smith, 22nd Recruiting and Retention Battalion com-
mander, and his recruiter Sgt. 1st Class Jere Jensen, March 23, 2012.

Brenda Thomas/photo

     “Fol low me!” is  the motto 
of  the United States  Army In-
fantry.  Not  only are  infantry-
men the f i rs t  into bat t le ,  but 
they of ten elevate  the s tan-
dard and set  the example for 
fe l low Soldiers .  Pr ivate  Firs t 
Class  Dylan Hawkins raised 
the  bar  for  newly enl is ted 
Soldiers  in  the Alabama Army 
National  Guard by breaking 
his  company’s  Army Physi-
cal  Fi tness  Test  record with a 
score of  369 in  March 2012.
     Hawkins,  a  21 year-old 
Dest in ,  Fla . ,  nat ive,  enl is ted 
in  the Alabama Army National 
Guard as  an infantry Soldier 
in  the 1/131st  Cavalry in  Ge-
neva,  Ala.  Pr ior  to  joining, 
he worked par t  t ime as  a  f i re-
f ighter /EMT and par t  t ime as 
a  l i feguard.  He was in  search 
of  a  new way to  chal lenge 
himself  and f ind other  ways to 
make a  difference in  his  com-
munity.
     Fr iday March 23,  2012 be-
gan as  a  dreary day,  with rain 
clouds blot t ing out  the sun. 
The rain s topped just  long 
enough for  the graduat ing Sol-
diers  to  leave the parade f ie ld 
of  the Nat ional  Infantry Mu-
seum, Fort  Benning,  Ga. ,  fol-
lowing their  ceremony.  They 
met  with their  eager  family 
members  to  off ic ia l ly  br ing 
an end to  their  14-week t ra in-
ing.  Hawkins was greeted by 
his  proud mother  and father, 
a long with several  unexpected 

Follow Me

visi tors . 
     Sgt .  1st  Class  Jere  Jensen, 
Hawkins’ recrui ter,  was among 
several  service members  who 
vis i ted him on his  graduat ion 
day.  “Hawkins was an excep-
t ional  recrui t ,”  said Jensen. 
“He scored a  99 on the ASVAB 
(Armed Services  Vocat ional 
Apti tude Bat tery) ,  with a  GT 
(General  Technical)  score 
of  139.”  Lt .  Col .  Jeff  Smith, 
22nd Recrui t ing and Retent ion 
Bat ta l ion commander,  came to 
congratulate  this  Alabama Na-
t ional  Guard recrui t  himself . 
Representat ives  f rom the 20th 
Special  Forces  Group were 
also present  to  give Hawkins 
guidance on a  possible  career 
as  a  Green Beret .  He was also 
offered an Accelerated Ranger 
Select ion course i f  he chose 

to  switch from the Nat ional 
Guard to  the Regular  Army. 
     “I’ve just  been presented 
with a  bunch of  opportuni t ies 
and I’m going to  have to  think 
about  them,” Hawkins said. 
“I  never  would have guessed 
that  people  cared so much and 
were so invested that  they 
would come al l  the way out 
here  to  see me.”
     Hawkins not  only met 
Army standards,  but  he ex-
ceeded them. “He proved him-
self  in  a l l  t ra ining,”  said Staff 
Sgt .  Gerald Johnson,  one of 
Hawkins’ Dri l l  Sergeants .  “He 
showed potent ia l  to  do any-
thing in  the Army.”
     “I t  feels  great ,”  Hawkins 
said.  “People  appreciate  that  I 
have potent ia l  and t ry  to  help 
me fulf i l l  that  potent ia l .”
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